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as the Nile. They get their water from the snows that melt on the mountains and they are not very full except for a few months. As long as the Syr Daria is receiving water from other streams in the mountains it is 20 to 40
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feet deep and, in some places, a -third of a mile wide. But farther westward it is a shallow stream that sends out branches which lose themselves in the sands. On the edges of the desert are the high mountains and from their sides